
It’s official: Will is a teenager! We celebrated his 
big day with family and friends.  

And a big Happy Birthday to Natalea, who is 
turning 11 on November 3rd! We hope you have  
a wonderful day celebrating. 

I had the most wonderful time recently enjoying 
some fun "Mamaw Time" with Evie, Will, Natalea, 
Ryan, and Megan! Andrea and Jonathan were 
away celebrating an early 20th anniversary trip, 
and we packed the weekend with joy.  

We had a blast playing the piano, curling up to 
watch movies, reading books, and just enjoying 
each other's company. It was a special time 
making wonderful memories. Mamaw time truly 
is the best! 
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Studio Happenings 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

NATALIE TIMONEY NOV 2 
NATALEA CAREY NOV 3 
EMMA SIGÜENZA NOV 5 
GRACE BAILEY NOV 19 
CATHERINE NGUYEN NOV 20 
ROWEN REED NOV 20 
CHARLIE MCCUDDY NOV 29 

IMPORTANT DATES 

THANKSGIVING WEEK: 
NO LESSONS TUES-THURS 
(NOV 25-27) 
MONDAY STUDENTS WILL 
HAVE LESSONS NOV 24 

CHRISTMAS RECITAL DEC 15 
NO LESSONS DEC 15-JAN 4 
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Will 

KEYS 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS! 

SOL GUTIERREZ 
GRANT KERSEY 

creating personal, heartfelt 
connections. Seeing the smiles and 
appreciation from the residents truly 
reminded us of the power of music 
and community. 

Thank you to all the families for 
supporting these wonderful young 
musicians! It was a morning filled with 
beautiful music and unforgettable 
moments. 
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What a special morning we shared at 
The Willows at Hamburg for our Fall 
Performance! We are incredibly proud of 
all our students who bravely and 
beautifully performed a wide array of 
songs. Their dedication was evident in 
every note played! 

The true highlight of the event was the 
time spent sharing kindness with the 
residents. Our students lovingly handed 
out handmade "Thinking of You" cards, 

 

Megan, Natalea 

Hadlee, Tiffany, Landree 

Ryan Evie 

https://danamartinstudio.com/
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560429947893
https://www.instagram.com/danagmartin
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https://danamartinstudio.com/keys


 

Practice Smarter: Stop 
Starting Over!  

Have you ever noticed that 
the first few lines of your piano 
piece always sound great, but 
the music gets a little fuzzy 
further on? It's a super 
common habit, but here's why 
it happens. 

Why Starting at the Beginning Slows You 
Down. If you always start at the beginning, 
you're actually practicing the part you know 
best the most! The sections that need the 
most attention—usually the newest or trickiest 
parts—get the least amount of practice time 
at the end of your session. This leads to a 
piece that feels uneven and unstable. 

Build Performance Confidence. This method does 
more than just balance your skills; it builds resilience. 
When you develop multiple secure points of 
reference throughout your music, you feel much 
more confident. If you happen to make a mistake 
during a performance, you won't panic and try to go 
all the way back to the start—your mind will know 
exactly where the next secure jumping-off point is! 

Try this method this week and watch how quickly 
the entire piece becomes strong and secure! 

Congratulations again to all our dedicated students for a fantastic job! The 
results of your consistent efforts are incredible. Now, let's celebrate and see 
which level our amazing musicians achieved in the challenge!  

Level 1: Jet Setter These dedicated students reached 4 or more cities in the 
challenge! They've established a strong foundation for consistent practice.  

Level 2: Globe Trotter These committed travelers reached 6 or more cities! 
They proved that focus and persistence lead to major musical progress.  

Level 3: World Class Virtuoso! A massive round of applause for these masters 
who reached all 8 cities in the challenge! They have successfully built 
practice habits that will last a lifetime. 

The Power of Multiple Starting Points. The secret 
to a secure, balanced piece is to mix up where 
you begin! 

Work on the Newest or Hardest Parts First. Use 
the natural divisions we make in your lessons 
(like measures or musical phrases) and start 
your practice there. Focus your energy on those 
tough spots until they feel secure. 

Aim for Absolute Security. Only go back to the 
beginning to play the entire piece after you’ve 
strengthened the parts that need the most work. 

Get ready for one of our most 
anticipated events of the year! Our 
Annual Christmas Recital is just around 
the corner. 

Our dedicated students are already 
working incredibly hard, preparing a 
beautiful and festive selection of holiday 
music, including wonderful solos and fun 
duets. We invite you to bring the whole 
family, especially the grandparents, and 
make it a special night to remember! It’s 
a joyful celebration of their musical 
progress and the perfect way to kick off 
the holidays together. We can't wait to 
share the music with you!  

Jet Setter  Globe Trotter World Class Virtuoso 
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Natalea Carey 

Ryan Carey 

Andrew Hostetler 

Eli Hostetler 

Isaac Hostetler 

Owen Hostetler 

Krishwin Kumaran 

Maxine Reyburn 

Grace Rogers 

Natalie Timoney 
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Grace Bailey 

Lillian Franklin 
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A’Mari Newell-Goodwin 

Rowen Reed 

Olivia Russell 

Patrick Russell 

Paxton Smith 

Lily Wu 

Ethan Abrams 

Cori Andriola 

Annie Banta 

Sanbhi Bhattarai 

Aubrey Cutwright 

Levi Donovan 

Zayne D’Souza 

Vanessa Dueck 

Yohana Gonzalez Montes 

David Malenab 

Ashley Mendoza 

Johana Mendoza 

Catherine Nguyen 

Emily Paredes-Mendoza 

Emma Sigüenza 

GELATO PARTY FUN! 

And the Winners Are... 
We had a tie in our fun Halloween Candy 
Corn Contest! The actual total number of 
candy corn pieces was 219. 

A huge congratulations goes out to both 
Catherine and Olivia, who both came 
incredibly close with their guess of 222! 
Since it was a tie and we couldn't find any 
more candy corn to split between them, 
both girls received an equal share of the 
candy corn jar and Skittles. 

Way to go, Olivia and Catherine! Enjoy 
your well-deserved treats! 

We have such thrilling news to share this month!  We want to extend the biggest 
congratulations to Catherine Nguyen, who has become our very first official Piano Express 
(PX) Program Graduate! 

Catherine started her PX journey August 2024 in Level 3,  and through sheer dedication and 
consistent practice, completed Level 6 just last week! We are incredibly proud of Catherine's 
commitment to her practice and the beautiful musicality she brings to every piece. 

Mr. Carmen presented her with a certificate and shared our well wishes as she embarks on 
the next exciting leg of her musical journey: she will now begin private lessons with Ms. Dana! 

Way to go, Catherine! Your achievement is inspiring to us all! 

Olivia 

Catherine 


