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9TH ANNUAL PRACTICE COMPETITION

This is a highlight of the year,
and it all begins April 8, as soon
as students return from Spring
Break. Students have 4 weeks to
crush a category and win a
prize or qualify for a certificate
and fun pizza party. All
qualifying students will be
recognized at the spring recital.

CATEGORIES—win a prize AND
come to the pizza party:
e BEST SINGLE DAY of practice
e MOST PRACTICEBY A
BEGINNER (lessons less than
a year or level 1A or Primer)
e MOST CONSECUTIVE DAYS
of at least 60 minutes
e GREAT START: Student with
the most practice in the first
week
e MOST MINUTES during entire
competition (4 weeks)

GREAT PRIZES—winners get to
choose their favorite from the
following:

e AMAZON gift card

e Mp3 PLAYER (like an iPod)

e WILLIS MUSIC Gift Card

e MOVIE Gift Card

o RESTAURANT Gift Card

QUALIFY for the pizza party:

e CONSISTENCY: Anybody
who doesn't skip a single
day of practice (at least 20
min) throughout the
competition

e BRONZE: 180 minutes
(3 hours) weekly
commitment

e SILVER: 300 minutes
(5 hours) weekly
commitment

e GOLD: For serious
practicers: 420 minutes
(7 hours) weekly
commitment

e CUMULATIVE TARGET:
Anyone who logs a
cumulative total of 1000
minutes over the lifetime of
the competition will receive
this reward, without
worrying about what
happens on individual days

DOUBLE factor:
Students get to pick one day
each week that counts DOUBLE!

Help your student choose a
goal to work toward and rack
up those practice minutes!

e Encourage your student to
get some practice minutes
in before school.

e Call grandma or have your
student invite a friend in
and play his/her recital
pieces to count toward
their minutes

The possibilities are only limited
to you and your student’s

imagination!

The Practice Competition is for
every age group, including
adult students.

Each year there are some
students who get inspired by
the Practice Competition and
continue the practice habits
they started during the
competition and really see their
progress soar. This year it could
be YOU!
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Study the score
(music) away from
the piano

Think through all of the logistical
aspects of the music like the time
signature, key signature,
dynamics, articulation (legato,
staccato, etc.), tempo, fingering,
etc.

This is especially helpful when
you're first starting a piece, but
it's also a worthwhile thing to do
throughout the learning
process. Before you begin a new
piece, take the time to make
every possible observation you
can about the music.

z What do you expect it to sound like —

slow, fast, legato, staccato?

What mood is the music trying to
communicate or portray? Is it a flowing
legato piece or a quick, fun piece? Is it
mysterious or quirky?
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Make a solid plan about what
you'll do when you take the music
back to the piano. This will ensure
that you start learning the music

quickly and effectively.

WINTER PERFORMANCE

We had 23 students participate in the Winter

Performance last month at Highgrove at Tates Creek.

Thank you to everyone who prepared a piece to

perform and made cards for the residents.

The residents were delighted with your music and

your touching outpouring of love. They loved

receiving your cards and notes.

The activities director was overjoyed with the entire

program!

NOTE WORTHY

Congratulations to
Kasi Depew (center)
for her outstanding
performance with a
Distinguished rating!
She played the
clarinet in an
ensemble with some
of her school friends
from Seton School at
KMEA a few weeks

ago!
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30-PIECE CHALLENGE

Recital!

You have 2 months left to complete the 30-Piece

Challenge, and you can do it!

It takes a while to learn longer pieces, and it can be

challenging to learn 30 pieces for these students.

What to do? Pull out shorter, easier pieces (at least
16 measures) and learn these! You can probably
learn at least 2 or 3 each week. It's great for sight

reading as well!

Play them for me at your next lesson or shoot me a
quick video during the week. | want you to achieve

this challenge and be recognized at the Spring



