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We celebrated Andrea’s 40th birthday

played in Orlando last week and

MURPHY COOTS

with a fun party — my dad and

received a score of two 35s and a

PEYTON HUNT

stepmom surprised Andrea and

36 out of 40. We’re so very proud of

traveled from Missouri to celebrate

her accomplishments, especially

EMMA SIGÜENZA

with us. Evie had a pool party for her

since it was her first year.

12th birthday.

Congratulations, Evie!

I told everyone who attended the

Jon-Michael added another brown-

spring recital about Evie playing in a

haired, blue-eyed girl of the 4-

state Fine Arts competition and

legged variety to their family. They

receiving the Award of Merit (highest

named her Georgie-Blu. As you can

score for her division) and an invitation

tell from the photos, she’s well

to participate at the national level. She

loved.
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MYRA MARSHALL

Landree &
Georgie-Blu

Evie, Ryan, Will,
Megan, Natalea
at the beach

Evie playing at
National Fine
Arts

Standing between 2 palm trees in FL: Megan, Ryan,
Natalea, Will, Evie

She lives with her

Willems, and she enjoys playing soccer.

parents, Paul and
Preety and two

Liya says, “My favorite trip was to Niagara

younger sisters,
Lara and Raya.

sister Lara! This trip was on July 4th 2019, so I
enjoyed watching the Independence Day

Liya will be in

fireworks over the Niagara Falls!”

third grade at

In answer to why she’s taking piano lessons,

Elementary this
fall. Her favorite

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
ETOR AKAFUAH

books are Elephant and Piggie by Mo

Rosa Parks

YUEN WANG

Hadlee & Georgie-Blu

Meet Liya Paul.

subjects are
history and

English, and she loves to draw and read.
She loves all kinds of music. Her favorite

Falls with my parents, grandparents and my

Liya says, “I love music and want to play
music to worship Jesus!”
Liya is a beautiful girl, inside and out. She’s a
joy to teach because she soaks up everything
like a sponge. She’s naturally curious and
loves learning new things!

4 tips to help parents establish
a regular practice routine for
their young pianist

30-Piece Challenge is back!
I’m excited to announce our Third

I expect a high level of achievement with

Annual 30-Piece Challenge!

each piece. Near enough is good enough,

Mixing it up
The challenge is to learn 30 new pieces
this year — an average of one new piece
each week! The goal is for students to
learn more styles of music and more music
in general. Therefore, we’ll have not only
challenging music and music at your level,
but also music below your level so you can

learn it well and quickly and get a sense of
accomplishment and progression.

but near enough means at tempo, with
dynamics, expression, flow and musicality,
not a bald read-through without any sense
of what the music means. This may seem
like a big ask, but that’s one reason we’ll
also choose pieces BELOW level as well as
ON level to achieve this level of playing.
And you don’t have to stop at 30 pieces.
Beginners especially can usually easily learn
more because their pieces are shorter.

We’ll keep track on your own 30-Piece

Rewards

Challenge Chart. Of course, most of the

Of course, being able to beautifully play

pieces will come from your lesson and

a large volume of music in different styles

performance books. But we’ll also learn

is its own reward.

fun pieces below your level to achieve the

However, we love to reward our students

one-new-piece-each-week goal.

for achieving accomplishments, and this

More challenging pieces take longer to

challenge is no exception. Students will

learn, and this will be figured into our

pick something from the treasure box at

weekly and longer-term goals.

each milestone: 10 pieces, 20 pieces, and

Guidelines
Each piece must be at least 16 measures
long. The only exception is new beginners
(1A or primer level) — your pieces may be
8 measures long.
You’re encouraged to bring pieces
you’re interested in learning. However, I
reserve the right to reject a piece.

30 pieces.
Parents, you might also consider a
special treat for your student at each
milestone, such as an ice cream outing or
another favorite treat.
Students will also receive special
recognition in the newsletter each month
and at the Spring Recital!

Timing is important. You know
your pianist better than anyone
else. If a meltdown is guaranteed
after a long day of school, slip in
practice before school. After
dinner, ask to hear a favorite piece
and celebrate what was
remembered from the morning
practice.

Allow your pianist to choose when
to practice alongside a favorite
activity. A bath, a story read by a
parent, a video game… whatever
activity is a favorite of your pianist,
encourage him to associate
practice with that “treat” activity.

To avoid confrontations or
“battles” at the bench, ask your
pianist to determine what
assignment to practice first.
Gamify practice with challenges:
“How fast can you find where your
hands need to be for this piece?”

Your pianist is developing a new
habit of daily practice. Providing an
immediate reward after practice will
let her associate practice with
positive reinforcement. Insert the
candy of her choice into a 7-day pill
box and allow her to earn a sweet
treat after each day of practice.
More practice = more progress!

100 Days of Practice
Start the year off with a bang with 100
days of practice in a row! Our challenge

Parents, get in on the fun and consider
establishing a reward for each milestone

starts the first week of lessons on your
lesson day. All students may participate
— adults, too!

of the challenge that you can celebrate
together. Help your student choose a
time each day (a habit works better if it’s
the same time every day just like
brushing your teeth before bed), remind
your student to write it in the practice log
and then sign the log each week before

Receive rewards for each milestone
(every 25 days practiced in a row) and
create an awesome piano practice habit.
Students will receive all the info at
lessons this week, including 14
alternatives to practice that count even
when you aren’t near a piano.

lessons.
Your encouragement will help your
student keep his/her eyes on the prize!

Help Me Better Communicate With You
I work to make sure students and
parents are kept up to date on all
happenings at the studio. But I know that
communications can sometimes fall
through the cracks, whether an email
went to your junk folder or you missed
seeing a hard copy in your student’s
music folder.

To make sure you always know what’s
happening at the studio, including any
weeks we’re not having lessons, please
check your student’s music folder weekly
for Lesson Notes as well as other
occasional communications from me to
ensure you’re always up to date on the
latest studio news.

If you aren’t receiving my emails,
please make sure you’ve added me to
your “safe senders” list. For Gmail users,
just drag any email from me into your
primary folder to make sure my emails
don’t go to spam. Other email providers
have similar ways to do this; please check
with yours for instructions.

At this time, I don’t have a way to mass
text students, but I do communicate
through text on a one-to-one basis.
I’m sending a sheet home with students
this week with this information. Please
check the things that apply to you and
return it next week. This will help me to
communicate better with you so you’re
always informed. Thank you!

