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What’s New for Dana
My oldest grandson, Will turned 9 on

attended, from all around the state,

October 30. We have a family tradition

including Radcliff, Pikeville, Danville

of going around the room and saying

and Henderson.

something about the birthday person.

We went to Shaker Village one

Some of the things that were said
about Will are that he’s courageous,
athletic, self-confident, overcomes
obstacles, kind and fun to be around.

I hosted a Worship Keys Workshop for
worship keyboardists last month. Eight

NATALEA CAREY

11.3

EMMA SIGÜENZA

11.5

GRACE SIGÜENZA

11.15

EYRAM AKAFUAH

11.20

ALEXANDRA JOINER-GARCIA 11.24

Saturday in October with Andrea,
Jonathan and the kiddos. It was a

IMPORTANT DATES

beautiful day for it!

NO LESSONS

Natalea turns 7 on November 3.

Happy birthday, Natalea!

TUES NOV 23—THU NOV 25
Tiffany, Jon-Michael,
Landree and Hadlee
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Megan, Ryan, Natalea, Will, Evie

Attendees of the Worship Keys
Workshop (2 pics above)

Meet Beatriz Diwan
Bezerra, Beatriz
lives with her mom
Pietra and dad
Eduardo. She has
two pets Pazoca, an
11-year-old cat and
Sailor (almost 2).
She also has stepbrothers, Caroline
(28), André (22) and
Beatriz
Daniel (20) who live
in Florida. Her dad
and mom are originally from São Paulo,
Brazil. They were relocated to work in Miami
before Beatriz was born. She was born at
South Miami Hospital. They usually travel
every year to see their family in Brazil, but
they haven’t been in more than two years
because of covid.
Beatriz is a freshman at Paul Laurence
Dunbar. “My favorite subjects are Advanced
Biology and AP Human Geography.”
Her favorite band is “BTS because they really
impacted my life and helped me get through
things when I felt sad or insecure.”
“I also like watching movies and TV shows
with my family since we really enjoy
spending our time laughing together.“

Beatriz enjoys dance, singing, cooking
and listening to music.
She once won a gold medal at the Miami
Dade state science fair!
Beatriz says she would love to travel to Korea
some time. “My favorite past trip was
probably visiting France and having the
opportunity to go to the Louvre and admire
all of the art.”
“I am mainly taking piano lessons because
they let me calm down and I also love to
learn songs I like on the piano too.”
Beatriz’ mom says, “Beatriz is my only child
and I struggle not to spoil her.... because she
is the cutest thing in the world but like any
teenager spicy sometimes.”
Beatriz is a joy to be around. We always find
something to laugh about each week. She
loves telling me about her dance classes and
competitions and school classes. Beatriz
especially enjoys learning to play music she
likes, especially pop and now Christmas
music.

Start each practice
session with a plan

Professional Recital Videos
I’ve been telling you that a professional videographer will
video our Christmas Recital this year. Students received

What are you hoping to
accomplish in this practice
session? What are specific
things you can do to make
that happen?

Perhaps you’d like to work on the
continuity of your piece. In this
case, it would make sense to use
your practice time running
through your music, stopping as
little as possible.

Or, maybe you need to clean up
some messy rhythms in the
middle of your piece. Don’t run
through your piece if you know
there are some problem areas
that need attention. Instead, go
straight to the problem area and
woodshed.

30-Piece Challenge Update

These students have made it to 75 days in our 100-Day

new pieces. A few have already started on their second round of

Practice Challenge. A BIG SHOUT OUT to:

30 pieces!

recital videos. Thanks to those who’ve already ordered!

To make the list, students must play a piece for me with

Victor Siguenza, owner of StarClock Media, is Grace and

musicality (correct tempo, rhythm, dynamics and expression).

Emma’s dad, and his specialty is dance and music recitals.

Each piece must be at least 16 measures long (8 measures for

recital. Check it out here. It’s only about one minute long.

100-Day Practice Challenge

I’m so proud of all my students who are consistently learning

an order form a couple weeks ago to pre-order your

Victor kindly made a short promo video for the upcoming

Are you trying to master the musical
expressiveness of your piece? In this case,
don’t let yourself obsess over playing all of
the correct notes and rhythms and instead
focus on what your music is communicating.
You’ll find that when you shift the focus from
the logistics of what to play to the art
of how to play, the notes and rhythms often
fall into place.

beginner students).

Kasi Depew
Emma Siguenza
Grace Siguenza
Olivia Russell
Lexi Borck

Cohen Freese
Etor Akafuah
Selase Akafuah
Naa Enyonam Omane-Achamfuor

Keep up the great work!

Please get your pre-orders in soon!
1st Round

I’m Thankful For You!
Since this is the month for giving thanks, I want to take a
moment to truly let you know how thankful I am for you.
Without my students, especially the ones who continue to
practice, study and learn year after year, I wouldn’t have a

studio. And the fact that you’ve stayed with me this last
year and a half especially is not lost on me. So, I’m grateful
for my students — your commitment to yourselves and to
me, your teacher.
Of course, I’m thankful for you as clients, but you also
matter to me as individuals. I’m excited when you reach a
musical milestone, as well as a life accomplishment. I love
when you share your lives with me!
My business is not a chain of stores with nameless and
faceless people buying stuff. Rather, it’s my students'
successes, big or small, when you nail that piece you’ve
been working on so hard, play your first recital, and so
much more.
Happy Thanksgiving. And in the spirit of Thanksgiving,
THANK YOU for choosing me!

2nd Round

