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Studio Happenings 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS! 

AARON KEY 

AUTUMN KEY 

MEREDITH KIRBY 

TRENT SANDERS 

JULIET WILDER 

ILEANA WORHUNSKY 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

ETOR AKAFUAH AUG 17 

BARB BUSH AUG 19 

MATEO WORHUNSKY AUG 21 

MYRA MARSHALL AUG 23 

IMPORTANT DATES 

NO LESSONS 
SEPT 5 LABOR DAY 

FALL PERORMANCE 
SAT, SEPT 24 

I also volunteered for the web 
program at my school, which means 
when I go back I will be able to help 
make sure the new sixth graders get 
a warm welcome for their middle 
school journey.  

I also do Archery during the winter 
and spring at my school. I have 
improved so much since my first 
archery tournament!  

My family and I are planning to visit 
California for the first time, and 
possibly go to Disneyland during this 
coming  winter break!  

I started to take  piano lessons  a 
few months ago because I hope to 
one day do a duet with my best 
friend who plays the viola. Also, I 
want to play piano for my dad while 
he sits back and relaxes because he 
always enjoys listening to me 
perform. I plan to continue doing 
music so I can one day get a 
scholarship in the arts. 

Emily is a hard worker, always 
prepared for her lessons. Her 
orchestra background is helping her 
to progress quickly. And her sweet 
smile always brightens my day! 

My name is 
Emily Paredes-
Mendoza. I live 
with my mom, 
dad, my 
younger 
brother Axel, 
and my two 
pets. One of my 
pets is a dog 
named Zooey. 

My other pet is a bunny rabbit named 
Penelope.  

I am very excited to enter eighth grade 
this year because it is my last year at 
Jessie Clark Middle School. My favorite 
thing about school is Orchestra. I first 
started playing the violin in fourth 
grade. I tried  soccer for two seasons 
and I found out that sports are not 
made for me. My passion is music and 
the arts.  

This year I auditioned for the Fayette 
County Honors Orchestra, and I got 
selected to perform a concert on the 
Transylvania University stage with 
students from different schools all 
throughout the district. I also 
performed a Solo for a judge at Bryan 
Station High School and I got a 
distinguished rating along with a 
medal.  
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July was another big birthday month for our family. Our 
daughter, Andrea’s was the 26th, and Evie’s the 28th, her 
milestone 13th! A fun game of putt-putt was part of the 
celebration. 

Anthony and I got away to Pigeon Forge for a few days at 
the Margaritaville Hotel. We met up with my dad and 
stepmom and some friends and played board games and 
corn hole, enjoyed the creek near their campsite, and saw 
some elk along the drive down to Cherokee, NC.  It was a 
beautiful, relaxing, and much needed getaway. 

Anthony and Jonathan took the boys to the Hot Rod Show in 
Louisville last Saturday. 
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Emily  

Evie, Will, Natalea, 
  Ryan & Megan 

Jonathan, Will, Ryan, Anthony Debbi, Pop, Anthony, Dana 

Anthony, Dana 

Jon-Michael, 
Landree, 
Tiffany, Hadlee 
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Timing is important. You know your pianist 
better than anyone else. If a meltdown is 
guaranteed after a long day of school, slip in 
practice before school. After dinner, ask to hear 
a favorite piece and celebrate what was 
remembered from the morning practice. 

To avoid confrontations or “battles” at 
the bench, ask your pianist to determine 
what assignment to practice first. Gamify 
practice with challenges: “How fast can 
you find where your hands need to be for 
this piece?” 

4 tips to help parents 
establish a regular 
practice routine for their 
young pianist 

Your pianist is developing a new habit of daily 
practice. Providing an immediate reward after 
practice will let her associate practice with positive 
reinforcement. Insert the candy of her choice into a  
7-day pill box and allow her to earn a sweet treat after 
each day of practice. More practice = more progress! 

Allow your pianist to choose when to practice 
alongside a favorite activity. A bath, a story 
read by a parent, a video game… whatever 
activity is a favorite of your pianist, encourage 
him to associate practice with that “treat” 
activity.  

ready list of pieces to choose 

from. Occasionally, I’ll ask you to 

play one of the pieces from your 

list to help keep you ready on the 

spot for when those occasions 

arise.  

When you learn a new piece that 

you really like, we’ll add it to your 

list!  

Have you ever had someone say, 

“Play something for me!” and you 

just went blank. You couldn’t think 

of anything to play. 

Starting this year we’ll keep a 

running list of a few favorite 

pieces each student has learned 

so when a friend or relative asks 

you to play something, you have a 

 

easier pieces for this challenge.  

Students receive a reward for 

every 10 pieces learned. Parents, 

you might also consider a special 

treat for your student at each 

milestone, such as an ice cream 

outing or another favorite treat.  

Students who complete this 

challenge will also receive 

recognition at the spring recital. 

This is our fourth year for this fun 

challenge!  

We keep track of every piece 

learned at tempo, with dynamics, 

expression, flow and musicality. 

Minimum length is 16 measures (8 

measures for beginners).  

Students who are learning longer, 

more difficult pieces are 

encouraged to also play shorter, 

 

practice. The fun Bingo exercises 

help to provide concrete 

examples of how to qualify your 

practice time, and you earn extra 

stickers at the same time! 

Piano Bingo begins on your 

lesson day the week of Aug 8 and 

ends your lesson day the week of 

Sept 12. You have 5 weeks to 

complete as many BINGOS as 

you can in this Piano Practice 

Bingo game. 

I love to start a new year with a 

fresh challenge for new students 

to help them establish a regular 

practice routine with effective 

practice strategies. It’s also 

beneficial for students who need 

help getting back in the swing of 

practicing after a very different 

summer routine.  

Piano Practice Bingo has specific 

practice suggestions so students 

see daily progress.  

The QUALITY of practice far 

outweighs the QUANTITY of 

 

We have our first senior residence performance scheduled 

since Covid reared it’s ugly head! All students are invited to 

participate — kids, teens and adults alike. Playing for seniors is 

a wonderful way to pay it forward in our community and “play 

in the game” and not just practice. 

Here are the details: 

FALL PERFORMANCE 

2:30 PM SATURDAY, SEPT 24 

MAGNOLIA SPRINGS 
2701 Magnolia Springs Dr, Lexington 

Please make about 20 “Thinking of You” cards  
to present to the residents 

 Please RSVP by scanning  
 the QR code or visiting  
 bit.ly/fprsvp2022 

 


