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I told you last month that I was

We celebrated our grand-

up to 41 students and still

daughter, Natalea getting

teaching only three days a week.

baptized on February 27. It was

Well, I decided to open up

a wonderful day spent with

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

another day of teaching, and I’m

family.

ABBY GORDLEY

now up to 44 students! I was able

My hubby, Anthony will

to reschedule some of my later
students so I’m not teaching until
9:00 p.m.

Etor

celebrate his birthday on March

5. Happy birthday, Anthony!

Jonathan, Will, and Gil,
Jonathan’s dad
ready for the Super Bowl
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I just got back from a visit to Cali-

Etornam Obed

fornia during the Christmas break, where

Akafuah (but

I visited Hollywood and Universal studios. I

most people call

also went to the Huntington Beach/

me Etor).

I am going to go to Atlanta, Georgia during

My family

the spring break with my family and

includes my dad

friends. And I am going to visit Ghana,

Nelson, my mom

Africa for the first time in the summer to

Rhoda, my sister

visit my grandparents.

Eyram, and my

I enjoyed listening to some of my friends

brother Selase.
I am a 5th grader

Ryan sporting his
new glasses

Evie & Natalea with
Jonathan, ready for the
Daddy-Daughter Dance

Jon-Michael, Hadlee,
Tiffany, and Landree

thought it would be cool to learn how to

play too. I want to be able to play piano for

Science, Social Studies, and Math. I am in

church services when I grow up.

the gifted program for Math.

Etor started piano lessons in August, when

I play violin in the orchestra, and I am in a

we started the 100-Day Practice Challenge.

book club at school. I also enjoy swimming

He completed the challenge and continues

on the BYB swim team.

to practice 7 days each week, hardly ever

Along with piano, I play the Ukulele.

missing a day.

I don’t really have a favorite team but I

His diligence is paying off. He’s progressing
quickly and frequently asks for more songs

Superbowl in February.

and loves a challenge.

I like fantasy. My favorite book series is

I have no doubts that he’ll reach his goal of

Percy Jackson and Harry Potter. I love the
Megan and Mamaw

playing the piano, and I got interested so I

at Rosa Parks Elementary school. I love

was sad when the Bengals lost the
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My name is

Harry Potter movies.

playing in church, and I’m confident he
won’t have to wait until he grows up to
achieve that goal!

I’m sure you’ve told yourself "Ok, I'm going to
practice this part slowly," and before you reach the
end of page one the speed has increased to the
point where it's sloppy and you’re making tons of
mistakes. Without a metronome to keep you
consistent, it's inevitable that you'll slip into "speed
mode" even if you have the best of intentions to
work a section slowly and accurately.

Use a metronome
to train your brain
to practice without
errors

The best way to strive for crisp, clear notes is to
set your metronome tempo to a SLOW tempo —
MUCH slower than the desired tempo. Here’s a
KEY TIP: Rather than thinking about the melody of
the piece, listen to the ticking of the metronome
and strive to hit every key within the set tempo.
When you can play it without mistakes, dial up
your metronome 2-3 beats only.

When you reach a tempo where
you’re making mistakes, go back to
the last tempo you played without
mistakes and play it again. This trains
your brain to remember playing
without mistakes. Jot down that
tempo and start there your next
practice session.

1st Round

One Minute Club

2nd Round

3rd Round

We had fun learning how fast we could name notes in 5
progressive levels! The goal for each level was to NAME and
PLAY all the notes in that level in less than 1 minute. Students
successfully completed each level before continuing on to the
next level of the challenge. Only students who have musically
reached the first level (or higher) of the challenge participated.
Regretfully, online students didn’t get to participate because of
lag time issues of the online world.

Also, we didn’t always have time to fit the challenge in every
lesson, so the highest level achieved by some students may not
be reflective of their ability.
These students earned their badges through the highest
level achieved:
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5

Vivienne

Cody

Claira

Mateo

Evie

Peyton

Grace

Molly

Kasi

Liya

Trey

Emily P

Etor

Beatriz

Olivia

Audrey

Joseph

Selase

Caitlyn

Lexi

Candy Jar Contest

Eyram
Natalea
These students earned the fastest time in their highest level

achieved:
Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Level 4

Level 5

Emily 16.6

Cody 18.4

Trey 37.5

Mateo 36.6

Lexi 52.6

Congratulations on a job well done, students!

Valentine’s week I put out a jar of candy and slips of
paper for students to guess how many pieces they
thought were in the jar. Guesses ranged from 30—573.
It was interesting how different students approached
the task — some counting, adding and multiplying,
while others just took a wild guess. I didn’t realize that
even my husband ventured a guess until I was tallying
them!
The total number of candies was 203, with a 3-way tie
guess of 200 by Cody, Emma and Etor. (Cody was out
of town, so I didn’t get a pic of him.) Each student
with a winning guess received a bag of candy. Fun!

Christmas Recital Videos Are Here!
Victor did not disappoint! He created a separate chapter for each student so you can
Emma

watch the entire recital or jump directly to your student’s performance. The quality is

top notch, and the time and effort he devoted to this project is obvious.
Victor keeps archives of all his projects, so it’s never too late to order:
starclockmedia@protonmail.com.
Scan the QR code (or visit http://Bit.ly/DMSCR2021) to watch highlights of the recital (<1 minute). Enjoy!

Etor with brother, Selase

